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Karl Rahner, Grundkurs des Glaubens. Einfiirhung in den Begriff’ des
Christentums, Herder Verlag, Freiburg im Breisgau, 1976 (= GdG). English
translation, Foundations of Christian Faith. An Introduction to the ldea of
Christianity, translated by William Dych, Crossroad, Ncw York, 1999 (lIst cd.
1978) (= FCF); Italian translation, Corso fondamentale sulla fede, Edizioni Paolinc,

Roma, 3rd cd. 1978 (= CFF).
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“Being a person, then, means the sclf-possession of a subject as such in a conscious
and free relationship to the totality of himself. This relationship is the condition of
possibility and the antecedent horizon for the fact that in his individual cmpirical
experiences and in his individual scicnces the human subject has to dcal with
himself as onc and as a whole”, GdG p. 35; FCF p. 30; CFF p. 53.
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“In the act of setting the possibility of a purcly finitc horizon of his questioning,
such a possibility is already superseded and the human being reveals himself as the
being of an infinite horizon, In the experience of his radical finitude, he already
reaches out beyond it, and experiences himself as the being of transcendence, as
spirit. The infinite horizon of the human questioning is cxperienced as a horizon

which recedes ever further the more are the answers human being succeeds in
providing himself”, GdG p.36; FCF p. 32; CFF p. 55.
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“Yet the human being is and remains the being-of-transcendence, that is, he is that
cxistent to which thc uncontrollable and silent infinity of reality continuously
presents itself as a mystery. This makes human being completely open to this
Mystery and precisely in this way he becomes present to himsclf as person and
subject”, GdG p. 39, FCF, p. 35, CFF p. 59.
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*“You would not seck Me if you had not already found Me, and you would not have
found Me if | had not first found you™, The original French says: "Console-toi, tu
ne me chercherais pas, si tu ne m‘avais trouvé”, Blaise Pascal, Pensdes, "le mysiére
de Jésus", N° 553 dans I'édition Brunschvig, N° 919 dans I'édition Lafuma, from
website.
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“Tu autem eras interior intimo meo et superior summo meo..." [You (o Lord) were
more interior (tp mc) than my inncrmost sclf, and higher than my highest sclf ...]
(Confessions, 3.6.11).
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“In the unique order of things, which is the only real one, the cmptiness of the
transcendental creature cxists because God's plenitude creates such cmptiness so
that He could communicate Himself to it”, GdG p. 123; FCF p. 123; CFF p. 171.
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“..quia fecisti nos ad te et inquietum est cor nostrum donec regquiescat in te”
[...because You made us for You (o Lord) and our hcart is restless until it rests in
You] (Confessions 1.1.1).
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“The human being is the cvent of a free, unmerited and forgiving, and absolute
self~-communication of God™, GdG p. 116; FCF p. 116; CFF p. 161.
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